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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Les phenonienes psychiques. Par J. Maxwell. Preface de Charles 
Richet. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1903. — pp. xi, 317. 

A rather imposing record of happenings, compiled from the author's 
own experiences and recounted in a well systematized fashion, a goodly 
amount of discussion, and a sufficient amount of theory to make some 
show of holding the facts together, — such is the make-up of this interesting 
and irritating book. It is easy enough to scoff at such reports of psychi- 
cal experiences, and easier still, perhaps, to remain indifferent to them. 
Readers with either of these predilections are likely to be mollified and put 
into a favorable temper by the introductory sections. Richet pleads for 
an open mind and for the combined virtues of prudence and scientific 
boldness, while the author, disclaiming all belief in the supernatural and 
in the occult sciences, and professing to have approached the subject without 
antecedent bias, testifies to his final and entire conviction by the sheer 
weight of the collected evidence. This evidence Maxwell has been col- 
lecting for ten years, rarely employing professional mediums, but being ex- 
traordinarily successful, it would seem, in encountering persons capable of 
displaying the phenomena desired. His observations, the author thinks, 
have been made with all due regard to the demands of scientific caution, 
and he has no hesitation in asserting the belief that he has been victimized 
neither by the fraud of others nor by his own illusions. Although interested 
in the entire field of psychical happenings, Maxwell has restricted himself 
for the most part to the thorough investigation of the physical phenomena, 
such as raps, levitations, and other movements of objects, luminosities, etc. 
The details as to methods, conditions, and alleged facts are not here in 
place. Suffice it to say that Maxwell entertains no doubt as to the fact that 
raps and such movements of objects as are included under the terms ' para- 
kinesis ' and ' telakinesis ' occur under circumstances that preclude their ex- 
planation by any natural forces now recognized. The reality of luminous 
appearances and the various materializations is much more guardedly as- 
serted. 

The facts once granted, an hypothesis is cautiously suggested for their 
explanation. We may, says Maxwell, suppose the existence of a force 
hitherto unrecognized by science. This force closely resembles nervous 
energy, and a medium is simply one from whose person this energy is 
readily liberated, and who has the power to drain off the same energy from 
the mediumistic circle. Hence the necessity of a medium's presence when 
psychical phenomena are to be observed. A sort of field of force, then, is 
created about the medium and the changes of tension within this field cause 
the various occurrences. Numerous facts comfort the author in his defence 
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of this hypothesis. Raps and movements of objects occur most satisfyingly 
in connection with certain muscular movements. This would seem to in- 
dicate that the expenditure of ordinary nervous energy facilitates the libera- 
tion of the other supposed force. That this may be so is further shown by 
the fatigue often felt by the medium and the rest at the conclusion of a 
sitting. Various cutaneous sensations, also, are frequently felt on the palms 
and other parts of the body. Further, all psychical phenomena occur more 
strikingly in a dim light. This, the possibilities of fraud excluded, sug- 
gests that the presence of light energy interferes with the liberation of the 
new force. Certain physical conditions, too, such as weather, and the 
general health and nervous state of both medium and sitters, appear highly 
influential. 

These few statements must suffice to indicate the general nature of the 
book. Its merits lie in the unbiased attitude of its writer, in the fact that 
he is keenly alive to fraud and deception, to which indeed a lengthy chap- 
ter is devoted, and most of all, perhaps, in his attempt to determine the 
exact conditions under which the alleged phenomena occur, and to erect, 
within the domain of natural science, an hypothesis that shall explain them. 
These attempts one must heartily commend. But in spite of its merits the 
book is not convincing. The author's own statement that this would prob- 
ably be the case was indeed a clever prophecy. The perpetual insistence 
upon the need of careful control for the avoidance of fraud seems to lend 
to the book a certain specious value, specious because the insistence upon 
care always outruns the evidence of its exercise in obtaining the observa- 
tions reported. In the effort to spare the reader, there is no complete de- 
scription of the conditions surrounding any given experience, and one is 
forced to content oneself with the assurances of the author that there was 
no fraud and no deception. Such books as this will remain unconvincing, 
and should remain so until they can prescribe the conditions which shall 
unfailingly bring about the phenomena in question. 

Incidentally, and on every possible occasion, Maxwell champions the 
cause of Eusapia Palladino, in whose sincerity he has the utmost confi- 
dence, and who, he thinks, was grievously wronged by the English in- 
vestigators. 

A translation of this book, with an introduction by Sir Oliver Lodge, is 
promised by the Putnams. A. H. Pierce. 

Smith College. 

Nouveau programme de sociologie : Esquisse d'une introduction generate a 
1' etude des sciences du monde surorganique. Par Eugene de Roberty. 
Bibliotheque de philosophic contemporaine. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1904. 
— pp. 268. 

Eugene de Roberty has been for more than a quarter of a century a 
prolific writer in the philosophical and sociological fields. The present 
volume is said to complete the series by which he has endeavored to estab- 



